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When the seas rose, genetic codes were smashed. Now, 
human settlements are ringed by a dense wilderness, from 
which ferocious new animal species prey on the helpless. The 
high ground belongs to the rich and powerful, who overlook 
swampland shantytowns from their fortresslike cities. Iron- 
fisted rule ensures order and allows the wealthy to harvest the 
poor as slaves. Welcome to the world of Orchid. 
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IRST...YOU SEEM 


BUT Е 
TO H 


THEY TELL ME 
YOU ACTUALLY 
HAD IT IN 
YOUR HANDS... 
мо? 


мү DEAR DON 


PERHAPS 
YOU HAVE 
PUSHING BO! 
ROUN 


BEEN 
ULDERS 
D THE PITS 


MASK, hmm? 


THE MASK WORN BY THE 
VANQUISHED GENERAL CHINA? 
IZED POSSESSION?! 
OLEN FROM 





I CAPTURED THE 
REBEL LEADER ANZIO! 
NI LFE, M 


CAPABILITIES... 

















JOIN ME, MY FRIEND. 
I AM SORRY FOR THE 
MISUNDERSTANDING. 


IT HAS BEEN DECIDED. 
DON BARRA! 
RETRIEVE THE 


AND HE WILL KILL ` 
THÓSE CARRYING 


MEANWHILE, 
GET AS MUCH 
INFORMATION AS YOU 
Ам FROM THAT 
"SHADOW REBEL" 
VERMIN. 





T WILL тех МУ RESPECT 
TO PERSUADE DON 
BARRABAS TO FORGIVE FOR YOUR ES DOM 
BARRABAS, IS COMPLETE. 
HE DOES VERY IMPORTANT 
WORK FOR ME. AND 
HIS ABILITIES ARE... 
SINGULAR. 


IN YOUR 
EMBARRASSMENT 
OVER YOUR FAILURE 


TRANSGRESSION... 
THIS TIME. 


YOU SEE, 
HE IS MY 
MOST LOYAL 
SUBJECT. 


'ON 
BARRABAS, 
YOU WOULD 
NEVER DOUBT 
HIS LOYALTY. 





EDGE OF 
THE WILD." 


" gp po 


E 5 —@` Í 
“HE WAS THE YOUNGEST ОҒЫ BROTHERS, | | 
BUT EVEN FROM BIRTH HE WAS...DIFFERENT.” ЩЕ 





T'M SURE THE BOY JUST 


THERE, THERE 
LITTLE ONE...A 
DAB OF SILK 


BLOOD ON THE 
FOREHEAD, AND 
YOU'LL... 





| "BARRABAS'S FRESH ТЕА ZACKS 


FAMILY DID вні "ALONG HERI 
WHAT THEY BIG ONES. x NOT 
deen, RU, Ins) Цари SNY 





“вх NIGHT, THE ANIMALS ОҒ THE WILD 
BROUGHT HIM SUSTENANCE, BUT BY 
DAY, BARRABAS'S LIFE WAS ONE SMALL 

TORTURE AFTER ANOTHER.” 


THROW IT, 
HARDER! 


“AND EAC! 
Yes BROUGHT 


ROM 
BROTHERS” 





"BARRABAS TORE 
THE VOCAL CHORDS 
FROM EACH OF 
HIS SIBLINGS. 


IAPS HE Far нар. CEN SEL OR FEES EVEN AS A 
во! ЕН; CRUELTY KNEW NO BOUNDS. OR MAYBE...JUST MAYBE. 
IE COULD NO LONGER STAND TO BE ALONE IN SILENCE. 


“HE WAS 


JUDGED 
ACCURSED, 
A DEMON.” 


“MYSTERIOUSLY, HIS 
FORMER Sa 
THEIR WOUNDS STIL! 

RAW, FOLLOWED AFTER 

HIM INTO THE WILD 

TO SERVE AS HIS 
DEADLY HENCHMEN. 





OING TO BE ALL 
RIGHT NOW. 


в 
е 


“I WAS INTRIGUED 
BY RUMORS THAT 
SOMEWHERE OUT 
THERE WAS A MAN 
WHO HAD A 
CONNECTION TO 
THE MUTATED 


“I SEARCHED FOR YEARS, LOSING F 
а Pea 
ТО 5САЕЕ BRIDGE КАТ CHILDREN. IN THE WILD. 


“НЕ WAS REAL. AND HE WAS 
BRANDISHING SCIMITARS 
RGED FROM RAZOR- 


THIS PER! 
THE OTHER RUMORS WERE 
TRUE AS WELL.” HOW 
GOOD IT IS 
THAT YOU 
REALLY 
EXIST. 





HOW DOES IT 


HOW DID IT 
WHEN E WHEN 
HUMANS HURT 
ONE OF YOUR Your WHEN 
ANIMALS? THEY 
TAUNTED 
YOu? 


YOU'D LIKE TO GET 
EVEN WITH ТОЕ PEOPLE 


ТО THAT 
HO Dave you ТҮРЕ OF PERSON, 
= A MAN LIKE YOU 
IS NOTHING BUT 
WOULDN'T FILTH. TO THEM, 
YOu? YOU'RE AN 
ABOMINATION. 
„ТЮЕ PEOPLE, 
1 EVERYONE WHO 
WOULD PO A THING 
LIKE THAT. 


ем” ! 


„BECAUSE 
T WILL PROTECT ALL 
AA YOUR ВЕГОУЕР CREATURES 
TÓ. INFLUENCE THE \ WITH EVERY OUNCE 
WILDLIFE. 3 POWE! 
TAKE THIS 
| DAGGER! TAKE IT, AND 
I PROMISE YOU A HOME 
куты 
O ЫТЫ. HERE > NEVER AGAIN ВЕ, 
TRE BUNE ARE TORTURED OR TAUNTED! 
А GIFT. ває 


в 
SUSPECT, FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN YOUR_LIFE, YOU 
ж! НАМЕ BEEN CHOSEN. 
АМ ВЕ. 
МЕ. 


тм GOING 
SET 





I DON'T 
KNOW EXACTLY 
WHAT YOU ARE, 
BUT I HAVE A FEELING 
YOU WILL BE VERY, VERY 
LOYAL. HUNGRY FOR A 
HOME. HUNGRY FOR 
REVENGE. HUNGRY 
FOR...A FRIEND. 





SIMON, OPAL HAS ASKED 


YES. AS I SAID 
BEFORE, THERE’S АМ 
OLD COMRADE WHO 


Um, RIGHT. YES. 
WELL... YEHZU CERTAINLY 
SEEMS TO BE GETTING 
ALONG WITH THAT SLIMY 
BAT CREATURE, DOESN'T 
HEZ NORMALLY THEY'RE 
QUITE ORNERY, I’M, 
UM, TOLD. HE ALWAYS 
SEEMS...SO...I SEE... 
WELL... 


SIMON, ARE 


STATIONED IN GATHZ 
TO ATTEMPT THIS 
ESCAPE IT WILL TAKE 


„THE ONLY THAT MAKES ONE, 
SHADOW OF COURSE. BUT 
REBEL LEFT. PRESUMING THAT 
ANZIO 15 STILL ALIVE, 
WELL, THEN THAT 
MAKES TWO, 
YOU SEE? 


THOUGHT... 
WELL, YEHZU'S 
QUITE YOUNG, 

ОЕ COURSE, 
BUT MAYBE... 





CALM YOURSELF, 


JUST... VOUUUE! 
CHL) ORCHID. IT’S ALL 


WHATZ/ ARE YOU OUT OF YOUR 42 
CA ús BEREV THAT VOU RISKED OUR | RIGHT SIMON SEES 
О! ет ОЕВ THE WORLD THE 


WAY IT SHOULD 
BE, NOT THE 
WAY IT IS. 


MET YOU, I... 

I REMEMBERED, 
THAT THERE'S 
NO TELLING WHAT 
THE WORLD WILL 
BE, WHAT IT CAN 
BE. MAYBE THIS 
FIGHT FOR A 
DIFFERENT, BETTER 
WORLD WILL 
START...WHEN 
SOMEONE 
STARTS IT. 


ALL-RIGHTY THEN, NOW THAT 

THAT'S SETTLED, LET'S KEEP RIGHT 

ON GOING, EVERYONE! WE SHOULD 
PROBABLY BE NEARING... 





x 
t 
TIR 
Nr 

D> 

5 





THAT MEANS 
YOU'RE BEING 
/ HUNTED. 


SHOTGUN 
BLASTS. WE'VE 
GOT TO 
GET ABOVE 
GROUND. 


YOU THREE 
GET TO THE 
SURFACE! 


THOSE SLAVE 
TRADERS SAW 


WE HAD THE 
MASK! THAT 
MEANS... 





ا 
У 3 х 3‏ ` — | 


А 
PAPA 


qu 
THIS IS TOO 
со: DANGEROUS, SIMON! 
I'VE DECIDED. YEHZU 
AND Т ARE LEAVING 

RIGHT NOW... 
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"SO, ” 
АРЕ Só Ж! 











MY MOTHER DIDN'T 


е TO DO WITI 
YOUR REBELLION EITHER, 
AND NOW МЕ: DEAD 


URE Bi 


OTH 
COMING WITH 
ME NOW. 








r 
WILL NOT 
REST, NOT A 
SINGLE MOMENT 
UNTIL T HAVE 
AVENGED THEIR 
DEATHS. 


SO... YOU 
STILL HAVE 
NOTHING TO 
SAY, ANZIOZ 





A 
MOMENT--UNTIL 
YOU TELL ME 
WHAT I WANT 
TO KNOW. 


“MAYBE 
ор НАТ; THIS FIGHT 
AE 2 WHEN SOMEONE 
2 / STARTS 72 


YOUR 
“SHADOW REBEL” 
CRETINSZ THEY'RE 

Р! 'OUR 


EAD. YOUI 
HOPELESS CAUSEZ 
THAT'S DEAD TOO. 
YOU'RE ALL THAT'S 

LEFT OF A FUTILE 
REBELLION. 








EMAILUS AT: ORCHID co DARKHORSETOM 
WRITE TO US AE THE SHADOW REBEL READER 
C/O DARK HORSE COMICS 10356 SE MAN STREET, MIUNAUKIE, OR 97222 





— head lopped off 1 was happy (could уе chosen my words better). 


I have seen celebrities embark on new mediums and get held: 


= down by censorship. Somy happiness: wasn't for the death and 
` gore that ensued;itwas that Tom Morello was getting his story 





told as intended. [know Dark Horseis open to things like this, but 


that celebrity thing had me worried. Anyway, back to the comic. 


really dig this world you guys created. It unique. Even. 
- though itis setin n a postapocalyptic setting, the details, like the 











Revenge: A powerful LE that will finally force this comics genetic structure of animals being altered, the supernatural ties 


"with themask, and the way the civilization operates, really set it 
= apart fromtherest.] ‚Theartis Hepburn does an awe- 
= some job. with the characters and: environments, especially that 
тшу multilegged; hairy crowthing: Oh, and Imay be wrong but! 
feel like you guys are going to elaborate more on the things Simon 
thinks about as he enters the city, like the old veterans. and—this 
‘may sound weird—the weird leech addicts, Those guys seem 
interesting c andl, ‚forone, would like to know more. 
‘forthe e good read/listen atan awesome price. Issue #2 
« Ras теу! шы it. 





Minz 


Thanky you for sharing your xe ае return in 
~ March forissue #5.There will be a two-month gap between #4 


and #5, marking Orchid's new mission. ` 
pumping andl began to eagerly await the next і issue. Then the 
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namesake fully into'the limelight of this twisted and vast 
world. Up until now, Orchid has been pretty quiet, preferring = 
to keep to herself and follow Simon as long as it suits her 
best. Survival is what keeps her together, especially when it- 
comes down to the survival of her only family: herinnocent 
brother, Yehzu. And with him dead, Orchid will take center ` 
stage, ready to follow Simon on his crazy mission 50 long as. 
it gets her closerto the people who repressed, demoralized, 
and murdered her: family. Hold tight, reader you: "about to: 
meet Orchid, 5 

Now to your letters: 











Thank PORTE publishing this! ET X 
Іт sixty-one, and Orchid #1 was my first: Fr < > 
forty years. Bythe time | got to the final panel, my heart was” 


frustration set in at the realization that пад даа weeks 
beforeissue 426» 7 1 want more and 1 voie 
Michaels. 





Hello, 





ing and afresh breather fromthe glut of superhero comics on: : 


the market. Really love the fact that you guys make each i issue > а 


available digitally the same day as print. More publishers need” 
to do that. Keep up the good work! + #5 





in the hands of the enemy! 
le March 14; 2012 






Shadow Rebel leader i 
Orchid #5 on sa 


EN Mushfigur Rahman; Шш esh = 






Ree NEES ие 
comics and О ‚Im happy that you guys are deliver- 


EACH ISSUE FEATURES NEW MUSIC BY TOM MORELLO. 


FOR MORE DETAILS, VISIT NIGHTWATCHMANMUSIC.COM. 


ШЇ OCHO BANNER AND YE НИ / 


ENTER THE ISSUE 4 PASSWORD: 


GET EXCLUSIVE, NEW MUSIC BY 
- СТІП ШЕШ, ет Ша 





VIS! Т! к" MIS CUM 
AND USE THIS CODE: 


ШІ 


